DLAM

Northeastern University Division of Laboratory Animal Medicine


Animal Cage Identification and Specialized Cage Identification Cards

Purpose:  Establish system of specialized cage cards that identify research and operation processes of the animal care facility.

Responsibility:  Animal Technicians, investigator staff

Cage Card

All cages containing research animals must be properly identified with a cage card.  This identification card serves as the primary means of distinguishing the ownership and use of the animals housed within the cage.  Each card must contain the following information: Principal Investigator and Protocol #.  They should contain information on Species, Sex, Strain, Source, and Contact Name and Phone Number.

Upon arrival, all animals receive an identification card that looks like the card shown below:

	_____________              --          R
   Investigator                                                                                                                Protocol 

 ___________     _____          ____     ________
    Dept.                                                             Phone                            Vendor                  Account

      Contact Person/Number:   ________________x_______
 ____      ____________             ___    ______
   Species                                              Strain                                                                 Sex               Age/Weight

  _________                  ________                  ____                      ______

         Location                              Arrival                                              #/cage                                   Total Ordered


	


Blank Cage Cards can be obtained from the animal care technicians or in the DLAM office.  Cage cards can be used to record experimental data; however, a back up system is strongly recommended.  Information relevant to non-surgical procedures should be recorded on the cage card. 

SPECIAL HUSBANDRY INSTRUCTIONS

SPECIAL HUSBANDRY INSTRUCTIONS cards are placed on cages by the investigator staff.  This card has four special instructions that the investigator can request from the animal technicians servicing the cages.  P.I. WILL FEED and P.I. WILL WATER states that the animal will be fed or watered by the investigator.  SPECIAL DIET notes that the animals are to be fed a special diet by the animal technician servicing the room.  P.I. WILL CLEAN indicates the investigator will clean the cage.  The animal technician servicing the room is responsible for monitoring the health of the animals in the cage, the food and water levels, and the cleanliness of the cage.  If problems are observed, the technician will inform the Director, the veterinary technician and the investigator.  The DLAM Director will contact the veterinarian if necessary.

	SPECIAL HUSBANDRY INSTUCTIONS

  PI: ____________________ Protocol #:________________________
□  P.I. WILL FEED
□  P.I. WILL WATER
□  SPECIAL DIET
  _________________________________________________________
□  P.I. WILL CLEAN



HEALTH CHECK

An Orange “Health Check” card indicates a sick/injured animal is in the cage and it must be examined by the veterinary technician, director or veterinarian.  On the card, the following information must be filled in by the technician: date, technician’s initials, room #, investigator, and a description of the problem.  After the card is placed on the cage, the technician is to indicate on the “Health Monitoring” sheet on the animal room door that there is a “health check” in the room.  If problems are observed, the technician will inform the DLAM Director, the veterinary technician and the investigator.  The animal will then be examined and the Veterinary Technician, the director and/or the veterinarian will determine if action is to be taken.

	HEALTH CHECK
P.I. _____________

Date: ____________
Protocol# ___________ 
Problem Observed: ________________

________________________________

________________________________

MONITORING
Date      Observation        B.C.                    Initials
                                            Continue =>

Do not remove this card.  Card may only be removed by DLAM

	Continued from front:
Date      Observation        B.C.               Initials



RODENT SURGERY CARD

A yellow Rodent Surgery Card is placed on an animal’s cage after any surgery has been performed on the animal.  The card communicates to the DLAM staff that a procedure or surgery has been done to the animal.  This card should remain for up to one week in front of the primary cage card and should be placed behind the original cage card after that time (it may not be removed from the cage until the animal has been).  The surgeon/PI staff is required to completely fill out both sides of the card.  The front has information on the surgery/procedure performed, anesthesia, and the first dose of analgesia. On the backside of the card, the investigator is to fill out daily observations of the incision, pain, and activity.  It will also document if additional doses of analgesia were administered.  This card is not to be the primary cage card for the cage. 
	Rodent Surgery Card

    P.I._________________________ PROTOCOL #_______________

    Contact Person/Phone #____________________________________

    Date & Procedure Performed:________________________________

    Anesthetic ☐ Iso ☐ Ket/Xyl ☐ Other___________

    Post-op Analgesic ☐ Buprenorphine ___mg/kg Route____ Time____
    Other________-mg/kg  Route____  Time____☐ Exempt per IACUC

    Comments: _____________________________________________

    _______________________________________________________

    _______________________________________________________

      (front)




	Surgery Score Code:

   Activity         0=normal      1=reduced     2=poor          3=moribund

   Pain               0=none          1=mild          2=moderate   3=severe

   Incision         0=normal      1=inflamed    2=infected     3=dehisced

Post op care

Day 0

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Activity

Pain

Incision

Initials

Analgesic

☐ am ☐ pm

☐ am ☐ pm

☐ am ☐ pm

☐ am ☐ pm

       Comments:     __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(Back)


Dermatitis Treatment Card
A green Dermatitis Treatment Card is placed on a mouse cage by DLAM veterinary staff when a mouse develops ulcerative dermatitis.  The card follows the initial assessment, treatment, monitoring, and eventual results of the treatment.  Twice weekly, mice with ulcerative dermatitis are treated topically with chlorohexadine solution, have their rear toenails trimmed and are evaluated for improvement or decline of their condition.  The card will remain with the cage, regardless of the outcome of the mouse.
	DERMATITIS TREATMENT CARD

P.I._________________________ PROTOCOL #________________

Contact Person/Phone___________
Date

Trim Nails

Chlorhex

+/-/=

Tech

Continued on Back


	Continued from front

Date

Trim Nails

Chlorhex

+/-/=

Tech
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